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Towards a 
Brighter Future

Hankyu
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Dai Hanshin Bldg. at completion

©Hanshin Tigers

Koshien Stadium just after its opening 

Opening of HERBIS OSAKA 
(19th March 1997)

Opening of HERBIS ENT  
(9th November 2004)

1910   �Opening of Mino-Arima Electric Railway 
(Takarazuka and Mino-o lines) 
First sales of line-side residential subdivisions 

1914   �First performance by Takarazuka Girls’ Revue 
(now Takarazuka Revue) 

1924
Opening of Takarazuka Grand Theatre

1929
Opening of Umeda Hankyu Building  

(first department store directly connected to  
a terminal station in the Orient) 

1948   
Launch of airline agency business

1949   
Establishment of and transfer of some businesses 

to Keihan Electric Railway Co., Ltd.

1905   Opening of Hanshin Electric Railway (linking Kobe and Osaka) 

1924   Opening of Koshien Stadium (later renamed Hanshin Koshien Stadium) 

1935   �Establishment of Osaka Tigers professional baseball team  
(later renamed Hanshin Tigers professional baseball team) 

1951   �Hanshin Mart expanded and renamed  
Hanshin Department Store

1940
Opening of Hanshin Mart  

(underground, in front of Osaka Station)  

1948   Launch of airline agency business

1943   �Merger with Keihan 
Electric Railway Co., Ltd.; 
company name changed 
to Keihanshin Railway 
Co., Ltd.

1944
Completion of works means that Shin Keihan Line  

(now Kyoto, Senri and Arashiyama lines)  
is linked to Umeda Station

1947   
Spin-off of department store and related businesses, launch of operations of 

Hankyu Department Stores, Inc. (now H2O Retailing Corporation) 

1920   �Operations begin on Kobe and Itami lines

1926   Opening of Takarazuka Hotel Hankyu Hanshin Holdings Group
—Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow—



Hankyu Hanshin

Advert for opening of Hankyu line

Completion of Umeda Hankyu Bldg., 
opening of department store  
(28th March 1929)

Hankyu’s first residential 
development project  
(Ikeda Muromachi)

Hankyu Umeda Station on opening day  
(10th March 1910)

Hotel new Hankyu Osaka  
(August 1964)

First performance (Donburako) by Takarazuka Girls’ Revue 
(1st April 1914)

Completion of extension  
to Hankyu Koku Bldg.  
(10th August 1951)

Opening of Japan’s first platform 
convenience store (asnas),  
at Juso Station (20th April 1995)

1964   Opening of Hotel new Hankyu Osaka

1995   �Opening of Japan’s first platform convenience store 
(Juso Station)

1963   �Completion of Dai Hanshin Bldg. in Osaka 

1997   
Opening of HERBIS OSAKA

Oct. 2006
Management integration 
of Hankyu Holdings and 
Hanshin Electric Railway

Mar. 2010
Completion of renovation of 

Hanshin Koshien Stadium

Sep. 2009
Opening of Department 

Store (Phase I) at new 
Umeda Hankyu Bldg.

Nov. 2008
Opening of Hankyu 

Nishinomiya Gardens

Mar. 2009
Opening of Hanshin 

Namba Line

2004
Opening of HERBIS ENT 

May 2010
Opening of Office 

Tower at new Umeda 
Hankyu Bldg.

2001   Dai-ichi Hotel Co., Ltd. becomes a wholly owned subsidiary

2005   �Shift to pure holding company structure, 
launch of Hankyu Holdings, Inc.

1969   Opening of Hankyu Sanban Gai Shopping Centre

1973   �Name changed to Hankyu Corporation  
Completion of Umeda Station relocation and expansion project 

1967   
Opening of Hotel Hanshin

Nov. 2008 Mar. 2009 Mar. 2010 May 2010

©Takarazuka Revue Company
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In all our businesses—urban transportation, real estate, entertainment and communications,  

travel and international transportation, hotels, and retailing—we always work with the customer. 

How can we raise satisfaction levels still higher?

By listening to the customer.

Laying lines and building communities.

Bringing smiles to customers’ faces by delivering quality entertainment.

From the day of our establishment, our Group has continually innovated new services.

We plan to keep right on doing that into the future.

Dedicated to Serving Our Customers

Always by the Customer’s Side

Serenity
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Umeda Station was �rst opened over a century ago, in 1906. Over the years since then the fore-
runner companies of the Hankyu Hanshin Holdings Group have met the needs of the times 
through a large number of urban development projects centred on Osaka’s Umeda district. 
Umeda has grown from being the No.1 shopping and entertainment district in Western Japan 
to the country’s gateway to Asia and the rest of the world. Umeda is still changing, and as it 
changes, it is becoming a focus of interest for people all over Japan. In this special feature, we 
would like to introduce the evolution of the Umeda District—Now and in the Future.

The Hankyu Hanshin Holdings Group and the Development of Umeda

Umeda is a district in Osaka’s Kita-ku, centred on Osaka Station, which is the 
largest railway terminal in western Japan, directly linking the three major 
cities of Osaka, Kyoto, and Kobe. The station is a terminal for trains operated 
by Hankyu Corporation, Hanshin Electric Railway, and JR West. Osaka Station 
was opened in 1874 as the main railway station in Osaka of JR West (under the 
former Japanese National Railways (JNR)). In 1906 Hanshin Electric Railway 
opened a station in Umeda, immediately adjacent to Osaka Station, and in 
1910 the forerunner of Hankyu Corporation (Mino-Arima Electric Railway) 
followed suit. At around this time, the City of Osaka was developing a traffic 
network running north-south, with Umeda at its northern end, connecting 
the city’s main entertainment and shopping districts. As a result, Umeda—
popularly known as Kita (North)—enjoyed tremendous growth. 
	 Hankyu was quick to exploit the crowd-pulling possibilities of a railway 
terminal. In 1929 the company opened a department store directly con-
nected to Umeda Station, the first such store in the Orient. 
	 In August 1951 the Hankyu Group completed construction of the 
Hankyu Koku Building (located in Kakuda-cho, Kita-ku; currently the site of the 
HEP NAVIO), which was said to be the most modern building in Japan at the 
time. Then, January 1962 saw the completion of the Shin Hankyu Building at 
1-chome, Umeda in Kita-ku. The construction of these two buildings sparked 
a boom in the construction of large buildings in Umeda and surrounding 
areas, including commercial facilities (including department stores), office 
buildings, hotels, cinemas and theatres. This raised the profile of the Umeda 
district alongside Osaka’s traditional shopping and entertainment district of 
Namba, which is popularly known as Minami (South). 
	 Another trigger of the subsequent development boom in Umeda was 
the work that took place during the 1960s to relocate and expand Hankyu 
Umeda Station. The sixties saw tremendous growth in the residential areas 
that had grown up alongside the railway lines, and rail passenger demand 
increased at a rapid pace. The old Umeda Station was unable to cope with 
this growth in demand, and Hankyu Corporation decided to move the 

station’s location from south of the elevated tracks operated by JNR to north 
of the tracks, simultaneously expanding the station’s capacity. According to 
the Umeda Station relocation-and-expansion plan selected by Hankyu, the 
new station would not simply serve as a terminal for the railway lines, but the 
plan would also be designated as the Umeda area redevelopment project 
to create a commercial centre and hub for city-centre amenities. It took the 
company 12 years from initial conception to completion of the project, at 
a massive total cost of ¥36.5 billion, or over eight times the company’s 
capital (¥4.48 billion) when the project was first proposed. The new Umeda 
Station—which the company hailed as “the Face of Umeda”—was finally 
unveiled in November 1973. In 1969, ahead of the completion of the new 
station, a large-scale underground shopping centre—the Hankyu Sanban Gai 
Shopping Centre—was opened below the site of the station. As befits Osaka’s 
nickname of “The City of Water” (because of its many rivers and canals), the 
Hankyu Sanban Gai Shopping Centre was constructed with an artificial river 
running through it (2.8 metres wide and 90 metres long). This was a world 
first, drawing considerable attention throughout Japan, and it soon took its 
place as one of Umeda’s famous attractions. 
	 Prior to the completion of the new Umeda Station, only the part of 
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HERBIS OSAKA
HERBIS ENT
Shin Hankyu Bldg.
Dai Hanshin Bldg. and 
  Hanshin Umeda Station
JR Osaka Station
Umeda Hankyu Bldg.

Hankyu Grand Bldg.
Hotel new Hankyu Osaka
HEP NAVIO [Joint ownership]

Osaka Station North District 
  Phase 1 Development Area Project
Hankyu Terminal Bldg.
Nishi Hankyu Bldg.

HEP FIVE [Joint ownership with Hankyu REIT Inc.]

Higashi Hankyu Bldg.
Hankyu Umeda Station and 
  Hankyu Sanban Gai Shopping Centre 
Kita Hankyu Bldg.
Kitano Hankyu Bldg. [owned by Hankyu REIT Inc.]

NU chayamachi [owned by Hankyu REIT Inc.]

Eastern Chayamachi 
  District Development
Hankyu Chayamachi Bldg. 
  (Chayamachi Applause)

Umeda Centre Bldg. 
  [Joint ownership]
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The Umeda area in around 1962
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